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Thursday 17 August 2017
9.30 am

Start

10.30 am

11.00 am Morning Break

12.30 pm

1.30 pm Lunch

3.00 pm

3.30 am Afternoon Break

4.00 pm

Finish

The Experiences and Outcomes of
Children Caught Up in International
Abduction: How to Approach Therapy.
International abduction of a child or children by one parent can
involve dramatic relocations and changed living arrangements
for children, as well as living in hiding, changes in name and
identity, protracted legal processes, loss of contact with the
left-behind family, and confusion over family relationships and
loyalties. This workshop examines approaches to therapy with
families and children involved in international abduction, with a
focus on therapy with children who are resistant to a relationship
with the left-behind parent and family integration.
Presenters:

Professor Marilyn Freeman
& Dr Jennifer Neoh

Location:

Room M2

Parenting Co-Ordination South
African Style.
This workshop will deal with the South African Constitution, the
Children’s Act (Act 38 of 2005) (in which the whole notion of
South African parenting co-ordination is grounded), case law,
case studies and personal experiences of the presenters.
The workshop will detail the role of the parenting co-ordinator,
the skills required, the practical processes, the efficacy and
enforceability of the directives, the problems encountered and
the solutions achieved. The workshop intends to be informative,
educational, inspiring and creative by providing an alternative,
workable process to post family separation dispute resolution.
Presenters:

Ms Astrid Martalas & Mr Craig Schneider

Location:

Room M1

Decision Making and Parenting Plan
Management with Special Needs Kids.
Special needs children present additional challenges in the
Family Court. In this special institute, Dr. Greenberg will describe
an alternative approach to decision-making and management
in special needs cases and provide speciﬁc strategies and
techniques.
Presenters:

Dr Lyn Greenberg

Location:

Room M3 & M4

Following the Yellow Brick Road:
From Data to Decisions.
From data to decision is a dynamic exploration of key expert
assessment and legal issues from the beginning of the case until

after the trial. This workshop brings together Her Honour Jane
Pearl who is a New York Judge with over 40 years’ experience
in law and psychology, and A/Professor Phil Watts an Australian
forensic psychologist with nearly 30 years’ experience in giving
expert evidence and educating psychologists. The secret
world of psychological thinking will be illuminated against the
ﬁckled requirements of law. What the Bench is weighing and
contemplating is an essential understanding to outcome of the
process. The point of the workshop is not to present a uniﬁed
approach to Family Law but to spark dynamics and challenge
thinking around the differences in professions, legislations,
countries, and processes. By revealing the processes of
assessment against the needs of court, the mental health workers
can provide more useful information to the court, and the legal
profession can better understand what the professionals are
trying to give them. Both the lawyers and experts will have a
better ability to provide the Judge what he or she needs in Family
Law.
Presenters:

Judge Jane Pearl & Dr Phil Watts

Location:

Room M5 & M6

Direct and Cross Examination
of Experts.
This Institute will be a full day, hands-on workshop in which
participants will learn contemporary skills for the giving of
evidence as well as the examination of the witness on direct and
cross examination. The Institute will be part didactic and part
experiential with participants engaging in live role-plays and both
give and receive feedback about the strengths and weaknesses
of their work. This will be carried out in a professional, supportive
and collegial atmosphere so that participants feel free to take
risks.
Presenters:

Dr Robert Simon & Ms Mary Stavrakakis

Location:

Room M9

Decision making: A Judicial Officer,
a Barrister, and a Psychologist’s
Perspective.
Family law practitioners, including judges, ICL’s, barristers, child
custody evaluators, mediators, and others make decisions
on a daily basis, but rarely think about the process of doing
so. Recognizing that conﬂicted families are complex, and
the dynamics are often challenging, the institute leaders will
deconstruct the process of decision-making in our work.
At the 2016 Australian Chapter AFCC conference, Judge Altobelli
encouraged attendees to embrace complexity and Drs Simon
and Stahl encouraged participants to understand and manage
complexity by recognizing and avoiding cognitive biases. Using
a variety of teaching methods, including videos, brainstorming,
and case discussions, the leaders will guide participants to be
curious, avoid oversimpliﬁcation, manage our personal feelings
and projected ideas, and understand critical components in
decision-making.
Presenters:

Judge Tom Altobelli , Dr Phil Stahl
& Mr Darren Mort

Location:

Room M10

www.afccnet.org.au
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CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

THURSDAY 17 AUGUST 2017
Hospitality Suite

Join us from 5.00pm until 10.00pm in

Garden Rooms 2 & 3

for drinks and nibbles, meet up with
old friends & make new ones..

Welcome
Conference Open
Friday 18 August 2017
9.00 am

9.30 am

Plenary 1
Friday 18 August 2017
9.30 am

10.30 am

KIDS on decision making.
Sponsored by:

Barry. Nilsson (Gold Sponsor)

A short film “To be loved . . . “
Synopsis
Five everyday young Australians, from varied socio economic
and cultural backgrounds will talk openly about how family
breakdown has effected them. Like us, they all crave one thing…
to be loved…
The ﬁlm highlights that everyone has a unique family situation,
feelings and worries they face growing up into adulthood - does
our system reﬂect the support they need to feel mentally positive,
conﬁdent leading into adulthood? You be the judge.
To be loved is a; group of legal, medical and political experts who
are bringing their expertise and network together to educate us
of the mental health repercussions all types of family violence has
on the development of children and young adults.
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Presenter:

Justice Steven Strickland

Location:

Promenade Room

AFCC | Australian Chapter

Presenter:

Celebrity host. Mark Mitchell as Con the Fruiterer
Featuring Ms Melissa Langton on Vocals

Location:

Promenade Room

Fourth Annual Conference of the Association of Family & Conciliation Courts

Our Family Wizard
Presentation
Friday 18 August 2017
10.45 am
Location:

11.00 am
Promenade

Plenary 2

Workshop 2

Friday 18 August 2017

Friday 18 August 2017

11.00 am

1.30 pm

12.30 am

3.00 pm

Section 121 - The Tensions Between
Harm to Children, Protection of
Individuals’ Rights to Privacy, Public
Interest, and Transparency.

Addressing Cultural Issues When
Making Decisions in the Best
Interests of Children.

Sponsored by:

It is incumbent upon lawyers and experts to integrate cultural
norms and cultural understanding within the myriad elements
that inform what is best for children. This session we will explore
the types of cultural issues that can arise and provide guidance
to lawyers, experts and courts should properly recognise cultural
issues impacting on welfare of children. Examples of culturally
informed versus culturally non-informed case scenarios will
provide clear examples of the vital role culture plays in children’s
best interests.

Relationships Australia (Silver Sponsor)

Presenters:

Chief Justice Diana Bryant, Ms Robin Cohen,
Dr Adiva Sifris & Ms Denise Healy

Moderator:

Ms Julie Jackson

Location:

Promenade Room

Workshop 1

Presenter:

Judge Alexandra Harland, Dr Robert Simon
& Ms Sally Nicholes

Friday 18 August 2017

Chair:

Mr Andrew Bickerdike

1.30 pm

Location:

Room M3 & M4

3.00 pm

Child Abuse:
Considering the Evidence and the
Outcomes.
Child abuse, whether sexual, physical or psychological is a
signiﬁcant part of the work of the Family Court. This workshop/
presentation will focus on how to access and consider ‘evidence’
or data in such cases and what to present to the Court in terms of
analysis and outcome. It will raise the question of what happens
to the family whether offending is found or not, the issue of
reconnection and reconciliation within our most long term and
formative relationships. It will be a presentation with plenty of
opportunity to ask questions.
Presenter:

Dr Sarah Calvert

Chair:

Mr Pat O’Shannessy

Location:

Room M1 & M2

Workshop 3
Friday 18 August 2017
1.30 pm

3.00 pm

Cognition and Memory in Children:
What We Know and Why It Matters.
Psychological science has developed a clear understanding
of the way in which children develop, maintain and alter their
memories and beliefs. These concepts are essential in assessing
and understanding how and why children develop entrenched
beliefs about their parents in high conﬂict families where there are
multiple allegations and counter-allegations. This session provides
an overview of the literature regarding children’s memories and
cognitive development and the ways in which these normal
processes can become distorted in high conﬂict families.
Presenter:

Dr Catherine Boland

Chair:

Mr Darren Mort

Location:

Room M5 & M6

www.afccnet.org.au
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Workshop 5
Friday 18 August 2017
3.30 pm

5.00 pm

Sleep, Dreams and Nightmares:
What’s Normal and When Should
We Be Concerned About Nocturnal
Allegations?

Workshop 4
Friday 18 August 2017
1.30 pm

3.00 pm

Multicultural Centre for Women’s
Health - ASPIRE Project: Analysing
Safety and Place in Immigrant and
Refugee Experience.
This workshop will examine and compare the ways in which
immigrant and refugee women in Victoria and Tasmania
experience family violence, speciﬁcally in relation to their
experiences of justice and court services. The ‘Analysing
Safety and Place in Immigrant and Refugee Experience’
(ASPIRE) research project worked with communities in eight
metropolitan and regional locations in Victoria and Tasmania
to increase understanding of family violence against immigrant
and refugee women. Through interviews with women who
had experienced family violence, focus group discussions with
community members, interviews with key informants working
in a range of services, and a Photovoice project with immigrant
and refugee women, ASPIRE generated evidence about the
dynamics and contexts of family violence, help-seeking and
women’s experiences of relevant services. The ASPIRE Project is
a partnership between the University of Melbourne, Multicultural
Centre for Women’s Health and the University of Tasmania and
was funded by Australian National Research Organisation for
Women’s Safety (ANROWS).
A selection of images from our Photovoice project will be on
display in the foyer over the conference

How often have you read an affidavit which states ‘something
must be happening to my 4 year old as he is having nightmares
after the visit’. On analysis it is determined they are actually
night terrors. Does that make a difference to the risk? To ﬁnd
out the answer to this and many other sleep questions, you
should attend Dr Phil’s presentation. In this session, he overviews
what is normal sleep, discusses problems with sleep, as well
as nightmares and night terrors. Sleep issues associated with
trauma, routines, and age are considered. Furthermore, there are
different cultural expectations around sleep including when and
how children should sleep. Therefore if you have a problem with
sleep in Court then this is the workshop for you.
Presenter:

Dr Phil Watts

Chair:

Dr Janina Szyndler

Location:

Room M1 & M2

Workshop 6
Friday 18 August 2017
3.30 pm

4.15 pm

Family Assessment Within a Culture
of Violence.
This presentation will explore, from the forensic clinician’s
perspective, the practical intersection of these three contexts (the
objective assessment process, the subjective clinician, and the
contradictory social milieu). It will draw on forensic assessment
literature, reﬂective, mindful practice literature and social context
data linked to case examples. The presentation will focus
particularly on ways to promote the well-being of children and
address the challenges that arise.

Presenters:

Dr Cathy Vaughan & Dr Adele Murdolo

Presenter:

Mr Mark Palmer

Chair:

Justice Steve Strickland

Chair:

Judge Alexandra Harland

Location:

Room M9 & M10

Location:

Room M3 & M4
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Workshop 6

Workshop 8

Friday 18 August 2017

Friday 18 August 2017

4.15 pm

3.30 pm

5.00 pm

5.00 pm

Untested Allegations of Sexual Abuse:
The Role of Family Report Writers in
Assisting the Court.

AFCC Court-Involved Therapy
Guidelines: How Can They Help in
Australia?.

Untested allegations of sexual abuse of a child can present
considerable challenges within a family law context when there
is a dispute around future parenting arrangements for children.
A common scenario is when one parent claims that a child has
been abused or is unsafe within the household of the other parent.
This paper discusses the challenges for clinical professionals –
particularly Family Consultants and Single Expert Witness Family
Report Writers. It explores how practitioners can still assist the
court and the legal process when they are unable to comment on
matters of fact that are disputed, while simultaneously be expected
to offer opinion about future parenting arrangements. Despite
inherent limitations in cases that involve untested allegations
of sexual abuse, clinicians hold a valuable role in assisting the
court and particularly useful in articulating missing information,
eliminating extraneous explanations, offering commentary on
multiple hypotheses, organising material into a coherent timeline
and narrative, and providing the Court with information about the
existing research and knowledge regarding matters of abuse.

Training gaps, professional guidelines geared more to general
practice than to Court-involved families, and gaps in language
and professional culture may make it difficult to provide clear
guidance, both to therapists working in these cases and the
decision makers, judicial officers, lawyers and parents who
need to advocate or make child-sensitive decisions. In this
interactive-focused session, Dr. Greenberg will review the
process that led to the AFCC Guidelines for Court-Involved
therapy and subsequent collaboration with the professional
organizations and bodies that oversee our work. She will
address relevance to Australian guidelines and AFCC Australian
working group framework for collaborating with APS to update
professional guidelines. Suggestions for counsel and judges
dealing with problematic therapy will also be provided.

Presenter:

Dr Ben Jones

Chair:

Judge Alexandra Harland

Location:

Room M3 & M4

Presenter:

Dr Lyn Greenberg

Chair:

Dr David List

Location:

Room M9 & M10

AFCC AGM.
Friday 18 August 2017

Workshop 7
Friday 18 August 2017
3.30 pm

5.00 pm

6.00 pm

Location:

Promenade Room

5.00 pm

Children During Changing Family
structures or why is attachment so
important?
During changing family structures, children are affected at a
deep level and can respond with a wide range of emotions
and behaviours. This workshop will assist those living or
working with children, to have a greater understanding of why
children, even within the same family, have such a range of
responses to the structural changes and why ‘week about’
sometimes works and sometimes does not work. We will look
at how attachment affects the brain and why attachment is
so important; how the brain’s amygdala responds to stress of
new events; and ways to better assist children through the
change process. How separating parents can help to build the
resilience of the children while at the same time undergoing
their own stress is an important element in effecting the best
positive outcome for children as they adapt to the changed
structures of their family. This is an interactive workshop.
Presenter:

Ms Pat Woodcock

Chair:

Ms Lisa Bottomley

Location:

Room M5 & M6

HOSPITALITY

SUITE
Friday 18 August 2017
5.00pm until 10.00pm

Garden Rooms 2 & 3
Sponsored by

www.afccnet.org.au
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AFCC Board Meeting

Workshop 10

Saturday 19 August 2017

Saturday 19 August 2017

7.30 am

11.00am

Location:

TBA

Plenary 3
Saturday 19 August 2017
9.00 am

Sponsored by:

Nicholes Family Law

Judge Edgar Foo, Judge Jane Pearl,
Ms Mary Vidas, Ms Stacy Heard,
& Mr Craig Schneider

Chair:

Justice Steven Strickland

Location:

Promenade

Workshop 9
Saturday 19 August 2017
11.00am

Behind the Scenes:
An interactive Session of Q and
A About Gripes, Reflections,
Observations and Suggestions from
Different Parts of Family Law.

10.30 am

International Strategies for
Managing Family Law Litigation.
Presenters:

12.30 pm

12.30 pm

Practitioners from across Family Law will open discussions on
a range of topics passionate to their heart including the role of
court ordered therapy, appropriate assistance for self-represented
litigants, court involvement with adolescents, psychometric
testing, families where sole parental responsibility might be
appropriate, advocate therapists and unpacking the ‘consent’ in
consent orders and informed consent.
Presenters:

Justice Margaret Cleary,
Dr Simon Kennedy, Dr Peter Krabman
& Ms Krstina Wooi

Moderator:

Mr Noah Eidelson

Location:

Room M3 & M4

Workshop 11
Saturday 19 August 2017
11.00am

I Spy With My Little iPhone: Phone
Recordings, Emails and Social Media.
Phone recordings, emails and social media Most of us have
a smart phone which we carry everywhere. These ‘personal
computers’ carry details of our daily lives, both public and
private. They are also very handy recording devices: both
audio and video. What advice can family lawyers give to clients
about their access to and use of this information?
This seminar will look at the ethical issues which crop up when
clients have made recordings which they seek to introduce
into family disputes. It will consider the relevant legislation,
both state and federal, and offer some practical advice in this
difficult and increasingly important area.

12.30 pm

Hearing Young People’s Voices:
Learning Lessons from the Young
Peoples Family Law Advisory Group.
In 2016 Family Law Pathways Network set up a Young Peoples
Family Law Advisory Group. The ﬁrst of its kind in Australia the
objective of this group was to enable selected young people who
had experienced family separation the opportunity to voice their
experiences about their interactions with the family law system.
This workshop will explore the background to the project, the
setting up of the group and the lessons that can be learnt from
hearing young people’s experience.

Presenter:

Ms Belle Lane & Ms Alison Burt

Presenter:

Judge Peter Cole & Ms Rene Earles

Chair:

Mr David Edney

Chair:

Mr Vincent Papaleo

Location:

Room M1 & M2

Location:

Room M5 & M6
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Workshop 12
Saturday 19 August 2017
11.00am

12.30 pm

Gender Dysphoria:
Who Should Decide?
This workshop will explore the ongoing vexed question of who
should determine whether medical treatment should be provided
to transgender or gender diverse young persons and why. In
the process a number of myths that have built up around this
question will be exposed as well as identifying that there may not
be one answer.
The choice is between Courts, persons with parental responsibility
for or the legal guardianship of that young person, or the treating
health professionals. Currently it is the Courts.
Panellists will include a senior Appeal Division Judge of the Family
Court of Australia, a senior junior barrister with experience in the
ﬁeld, a lawyer with a background in legal aid, and a member of the
largest paediatric gender dysphoria treatment team in Australia,
and a representative from the Office of Public Advocate

will explore the complex and difficult issues facing the Court in
high conﬂict matters from the perspective of the Judicial officer,
the Court expert and the independent children’s lawyer..
Presenters:

Judge Alexandra Harland,
Ms Brigid Jenkins & Ms Lisa Bottomley

Chair:

Mr Phil Trudinger

Location:

Room M1 & M2

Workshop 14
Saturday 19 August 2017
1.30 pm

3.00 pm

Inside the World of the Independent
Children’s Lawyer: A Practical
Session on the Role of the ICL in our
Family Law System.

Presenters:

Justice Steven Strickland,
Ms Brigid Jenkins, Ms Minal Vohra,
Associate Professor Michelle Telfer
& Mr Phil Grano

Moderator:

Justice Steven Strickland

This workshop will address questions such as - what is an ICL, why
have them, when are they appointed, who appoints them, why
are subpoena so important for ICLs to do their job, what happens
when a child tells the ICL they want to speak to the Judge, what
is the Barrister’s role when briefed by the ICL, is an ICL bound by
what a child tells them and how do Judges use ICLs.

Location:

Room M9 & M10

Presenters:

Judge Tom Altobelli, Ms Helen Volk
& Mr Mark Anderson

Chair:

Ms Lilia Szarski

Location:

Room M3 & M4

Lunch Time
Subcommittee Meetings
Grab some lunch and join us in the Promenade room
for the Subcommittee Meetings

Location: Promenade

Workshop 15
Saturday 19 August 2017
1.30 pm

Workshop 13
Saturday 19 August 2017
1.30 pm

3.00 pm

Dilemmas and Decisions in High
Conflict Separation: A Unique Focus on
Children’s Voices in Seeking Outcomes
- A Multidisciplinary Dialogue.
In high conﬂict matters the Court faces a dilemma. Parents
present very different views as to their children’s experiences
and views. Children may feel under enormous pressure from
their parents, unconsciously or otherwise. There may be urgent
issues the Court is asked to determine. The voice of the child can
be heard in a variety of ways but rarely directly from the child. A
child’s views may be obtained early in the proceedings by way of
a child inclusive conference conducted by a family consultant. In
more complex matters the Court may appoint an independent
children’s lawyer to represent the child’s interests. This workshop

3.00 pm

The intersection of Ethics Between
Psychology and Law.
All professionals in the Family Courts have ethical principles
that must be followed. Other considerations are aspirational
and not mandatory. Despite the mandatory nature of ethical
principles, ethical dilemmas occur when the Codes of
Conduct are somewhat vague. At the same time, the ethical
mandates and aspirations of lawyer’s and psychologists do not
overlap and their differences may result in conﬂicts between
professionals.
This workshop will highlight critical Ethical Principles and
Codes of Conduct for both lawyers and psychologists, in
Australia and elsewhere, reﬂecting on those conﬂicts. Using
various hypothetical examples, the presenters will lead a
discussion among workshop participants in managing these
ethical differences and conﬂicts.
Presenters:

Ms Elizabeth Picker, Ms Oliva Grobtuch
& Dr Phil Stahl

Chair:

Associate Professor Nicola Taylor

Location:

Room M5 & M6

www.afccnet.org.au
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Workshop 16

Workshop 16

Saturday 19 August 2017

Saturday 19 August 2017

1.30 pm

2.15 pm

2.15 pm

The Voice of the Child in Parenting
Coordination
CRC, the African Children’s Charter and the Children’s Act state
that consideration has to be given to the views and wishes
expressed by the child before a decision is made in respect of a
child.
Parenting coordination as a way of reducing post family separation
litigation was introduced into Family Court orders in South Africa
about ten years ago. PCs are mandated to issue directives which
are guided by the best interests of the child principle as codiﬁed
in the Children’s Act (s 7 of Act 38 of 2005). These directives are
binding on the parents.
This paper will focus on case studies where the “voice” of the
child was relevant and assisted the PC to successfully mediate
a dispute or, alternatively, issue a directive that was in the best
interest of the child.

3.00 pm

The Development of Family
Mediation in South Africa and the
Development of the Mediator.

Presenter:

Ms Astrid Martalas

Chair:

Professor Marilyn Freeman

Mediation in South Africa has developed, since the early 1980’s,
from being the poor cousin, to a full-blown family member with
standing and respect in the family hierarchy. Mediation began as
an alternative option to parties going through a family separation
or a family dispute who were impecunious and wanted an easy
option. Mediation was provided for in minor legislation in 1987,
frowned upon by legal practitioners, not considered by clients
and relatively unknown to our courts. Mediation is now on the
verge of becoming mandatory through legislation, is abound in
our Children’s Act and is widely embraced and encouraged by
clients, practitioners and courts.
The presentation will take us on a journey through unique
developments, (organic and state structured), developed
legislation, court decisions and the growth of the mediator. This
has resulted in a process which is accepted as an appropriate
approach to family law disputes in South Africa.

Location:

Room M9 & M10

Presenter:

Mr Craig Schneider

Chair:

Professor Marilyn Freeman

Location:

Room M9 & M10

INVITATION

SOCIAL DRINKS
to end the Conference
Saturday 19th August 2017
from 3.00pm in the

Promenade Foyer
Sponsored by
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Crown Conference Centre
Level: First Floor

CAFE
CAFE

www.afccnet.org.au
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If you have enjoyed AFCC,
why not think about joining one of
our many initiatives
Subcommittee on Advocate therapists and initiatives to modify the
APS Guidelines for dealing with young people
Email address: gdwyoungpeoplesc@gmail.com
Subcommittee for Complaints to professional bodies about
Single Expert Witnesses
Email address: professionalcomplaintssc@gmail.com
Subcommittee for Initiatives with Hague Convention cases
Email address: afcchaguesc@gmail.com
Subcommittee Think Tank - Innovations in Family Law
Email address: iﬂthinktanksc@gmail.com
Subcommittee for Current Legal Issues
Email address: legalissuessc@gmail.com
Or join the newsletter or conference committee through AusAFCC@gmail.com
or grab some lunch and come to the meetings held at the conference in the promenade
room on Saturday 19 July 2017 (during the lunch period)

Conference Wi-Fi – password “OurFamilyWizard”
Save the date: AFCC Think Tank Event on 23 March 2018
at the University of Melbourne Hawthorn Campus.
Where hardworking and creative thinkers come together to brainstorm new ideas,
problem-solve and discuss different ways to look at roadblocks in Family Law.

To install and view the AFCC Conference 2017 guide on your smartphone,
please complete the following steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

12

Go to the App store (iPhone) or Google Play (Android)
Search for Guidebook and install the app
Once it opens, type the following passphrase into the Enter passphrase ﬁeld: afcc17
The AFCC Conference 2017 guide will appear. Tap Download Guide
Tap Open and the home screen of the guide will appear
Once installed, the guide will appear on the Guidebook home screen under ‘My Guides’.
Tap AFCC Conference 2017 to re-open it.
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NEXT YEAR’S CONFERENCE

ALIENATION?
MYTHS, COMPLEXITIES AND POSSIBILITIES . . .

FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The Association of Family and Conciliation Courts

Thursday 16 August 2018 - Saturday 18 August 2018

ADELAIDE AUSTRALIA
WWW.AFCCNET.ORG.AU

AFCC comprises members from multiple disciplines in the public, private and non-proﬁt sectors. It is unique as a professional
association because members do not all share a common profession. Rather, AFCC members share a strong commitment to
education, innovation and collaboration in order to beneﬁt and empower families and promote a healthy future for children.

